Science 1: Astronomy and Botany 
(lower elementary grades, meets twice weekly)

Instructor: Kathy Mueller
Cell phone: 913.710.0994 (will return calls made between 8am and 8pm)
Email: klynnm87@gmail.com
Website (updated after each class period): muelleratbrightonkc.weebly.com

Course Descriptions: 
Exploring Creation with Astronomy! (First Semester):

Your elementary student will be going on a journey through the universe this year! Exploring Creation with Astronomy investigates everything in space, from the sun and the moon to the galaxies and space travel. Through this in-depth study, your students will be able to answer questions that stump most adults, such as: How do we tell a planet from a star in the night’s sky? What causes auroras? How does the sun's light gives us color? And why do we have seasons? Each of the fourteen lessons in Exploring Creation with Astronomy is written to the students using engaging prose that captures even the youngest child's attention. Throughout each lesson, narration prompts encourage students to relate their new knowledge in their own words, increasing comprehension and retention.. Through experiments and projects, your students will engage in hands-on learning such as building a small, but powerful rocket, building a telescope, discovering how radar works, making a compass, as well as creating an actual model of a solar eclipse. These and many more interesting activities and learning adventures will become part of your child’s knowledge base as they become experts in astronomy over the course of the year.

Exploring Creation with Botany! (Second Semester):

Get ready to explore all things green and growing! From the anatomy of a tiny seed to the tops of the giant sequoias, your students will fall in love with the world God created right outside your door. In Exploring Creation with Botany, they’ll discover the fascinating inner workings of a flower by dissecting one, pollinating another, and growing their own to attract birds, butterflies, and bees. Your students will identify the plants and trees in your yard and will create their own field guides to match. From making herbal soap and tracking a leaf from its first days to its last to exploring fern spores and measuring pollution with a lichenometer, your students will find the outdoor world full of fascinating facts and finds. Nature walks, hikes, and camping will take on new meaning as you and your students comprehend the complexity and diversity God created within the Kingdom Plantae.
Homework / Tests: Check the website after each class period for homework/reading assignments as well as a class summary. In general, readings will be done at home and class time will be devoted to further exploring the information read through experiments, hands on activities and note taking. There will be short homework assignments associated with the readings. Tests will be given at the end of each chapter for students to complete at home. 
Grading: All assignments will be graded based on completion and appropriate effort given. Tests/Quizzes will not be weighted but will be graded based on accuracy. Any projects assigned will have a rubric for grading.
Supplies: Apologia: Exploring Creation with Astronomy 2nd edition (1st semester) and Apologia: Exploring Creation with Botany 1st edition (2nd semester). Teacher will supply copies and experiment supplies. There will be a class fee of $35 due the first week of school. Payment can be made by cash or a check made out to the teacher.
